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not strong enough to prevent these. If British armies were removed, it would not mean "suicide" for India, as is sometimes stated.
To take charge of our defence does not mean that we should do away with every British soldier and officer, if British soldiers or officers would be good enough to serve us.
Mr Gandhi then said that he could not understand those who said that the British would never serve under India in this way.
Is this a proper attitude if there is to be any conciliation with India on terms of proper equality?
Complete independence must mean complete control of the army It means that the civil power should have absolute control over the military power, that the military would not act without the sanction of the civil power
Mr. Gandhi then pointed out that the Indians believed the admimstra* tion of India to be the most expensive in the world, and India, he said, can no longer afford it.
I am convinced that it would be suicidal for India to consent to those safeguards and take the mere husk of independence. To consent to these safeguards means farming out our revenue to the extent of 80 per cent. Do you suppose that we can pay for our education, hygiene, hospitals, roads and constructive works, which must be undertaken, and should have been undertaken over a generation ago, with only 20 per cent of our revenue left to us?
I would not touch that independence, I would far rather remain in compulsory subjection and declare myself a rebel than take charge of a government that I know is bound to declare itself bankrupt in., say, live or ten. years. No Englishman, if he were in our shoes, would accept that, and you will find that I would fight with my blood as a civil rcsister rather than co-operate with you and become a slave,, which in my humble opinion is what is meant by these safeguards.
As regards "safeguards" for Europeans, Mr. Gandhi said;
I can understand the Muslims asking for protection, and the Sikhs, and I can understand still more the untouchables; but for the Europeans, that is to say, the rulers, asking for protection from three hundred million slaves, or subjects, call them by what sweet name you will, that surpasses my understanding. You must live with us on terms of goodwill. Do you want protection from the people you serve?
No protection will protect British trade in India if that trade is inimical to Indian interests. Every